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Jeremiah 44:1 - 45:5

Though it may not be spiritually significant, it is interesting that the people, whom God had rescued out of Egypt almost a thousand years before, now fled back there for protection and restoration. Again they rebelled against God, even after all of the prophets’ messages and God’s reassurances; even after they had witnessed every word from God come to pass. These people certainly fit the descriptive phrase sometimes used in the Old Testament, “stiff-necked”. They had their own interpretation of everything. King Josiah had ended the false worship of Egyptian gods endorsed by King Manasseh. The people only remembered that when the nation was worshipping the Egyptian deities times were good and when they had stopped, things got bad. It was as though they were caught up in the old joke, “My mind’s made up; don’t confuse me with the facts.” But this was no joke and their errant choice only brought further disaster into their lives. 

Chapter 44 appears to be chronologically the last of Jeremiah’s prophecies. Tradition says that he was stoned in Egypt, perhaps for continuing his unpopular messages from God. Baruch traveled with the prophet for many years, including those in Egypt. God spoke to him through Jeremiah in chapter 45. We can be pretty sure that this also was recorded by the scribe. 

As we come near the end of Jeremiah’s book what have we learned about God’s demand for justice? What have we learned about His undying love? Perhaps that both are completely perfect at the same time in our God and Creator. That is almost as far beyond our grasp as the truth that His Son could be 100% True Man and 100% True God. Our God who demands obedience and justice is the same God who sent His only Son to die in our place so that our inability to meet His demands could not keep us from Him. 


Tomorrow we look at some of the messages sent by God concerning various nations surrounding Judah and Israel. 


